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SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL STUDY OF POPPY CULTIVATION AND 
CODEINE PROCESSING 

REFERENCE: GENEVA 6937 

1 . DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT WOULD BE A GREAT MISTAKE FOR 
U.N. LABORATORY TO PROVIDE SEEDS OF PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM OR 
PAPAVER BRACTEATUM, OR IN ANY OTHER WAY TO FOSTER NEPAL'S 
POPPY CULTIVATION. NEPAL DOES NOT HAVE ADEQUATE MEANS OF 
CONTROLLING CULTIVATION AND PART OF ANY PRODUCTION RESULT- 
ING FROM UN ASSISTANCE WOULD SURELY FIND ITS WAY INTO THE 
ILLICIT TRAFFIC. DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT U.N. SHOULD REFER 

TO THE FACT THAT NEPAL IS NOT A SIGNATORY OF THE SINGLE 
CONVENTION. 

2. WHILE THE DANGERS INHERENT IN PAPAVER BRACTEATUM CULTI- 
SECRET 
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VATION ARE CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN IN SOMNIFERUM, IT WOULD 
NEVERTHELESS CREATE PROBLEMS FOR US AND THE U.N. IF IT WERE 
LEARNED THAT THE UN WAS HELPING NEPAL EVEN WITH THAT TYPE 
OF POPPY. MISSION GENEVA WILL RECALL THE INTERNATIONAL CON- 
CERN AROUSED WHEN U.S. FIRMS PROPOSED BRACTEATUM PRODUCTION 
EARLIER THIS YEAR. 
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3. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS VISIT TO GENEVA FOR NEPAL'S ROYAL 
DRUG LABORATORY DIRECTOR GENERAL MULLA WOULD BE VALUABLE 
IF IT WERE SUCCESSFULLY USED TO DISSUADE THE NEPALESE FROM 
PURSUING THIS PROJECT. MISSION MAY INFORM APPROPRIATE U.N. 

OFFICIALS THE U.S. HAS WARNED NEPAL THAT GON ACTIONS WHICH 
LED TO LED TO THEIR COUNTRY BECOMING A SOURCE OF ILLICIT 
OPIUM WOULD RAISE A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN OUR BILATERAL RELA- 
TIONS. VANCE 


SECRET 
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